
 

 

 

 

     hat is an airport?  It is a place 
where airplanes land and take off. 
Airports have become much more 
than that. Passenger air travel was 
an adventure and kids where 
treated to 

special pilot pins, 
crayons, coloring books and special 
toys from the stewards and stewardess. This was 

considered some of the most 
popular advertizing for the airline 
companies.   Passengers accepted 
air travel as being 
special and dressed 
accordingly, in style. 

Daring aviators saw the adventure of world 
travel and opened international air travel 
throughout North America, Central and 
South America, Asia, and Europe. Food service became a 
part of the flight schedule with special food menus and 
eventually included on-flight movies for entertainment. 

Airports have became larger and more important for 
passenger travel. They have developed into more complex 
businesses having stores and resturants, fire departments, 
police departments, medical facilities and hotels and motels 
and car rental companies where hundreds of employees 
work to make air travel safe and enjoyable for travelers. 
Airplanes have also been built larger and faster so more 
pasengers can travel to large cities for buisness and 
pleasure. 

Airports are open all the time but no one lifes there.  
Airports do provide other important functions and provide 
jobs for hundreds of employees.  Employees are payed for 
their work and when their day or night job is complete they 
travel to their home away from the airport. They travel by 
train, car, bus and even travel by air from an airport near 
their home. There are many other travel-related services 
that are based on or near the larger airports that compare 
to services provided by a large city. By working at the 
airport employees bring their wages to their community 
where they pay for food, housing and taxes that support the 
community’s businesses where they live. The economic    
impact  of  an  airport  goes  well  beyond  the  airfield fence  

 

 

 

 

contributing a significant value throughout the local and 
regional economy. 

The United States has 5500 public-use airports. These 

consist of commercial and noncommercial (general aviation) 

airfields. General aviation airports are more numerous and 

have shorter runways and smaller facilities. In metropolitan 

areas, smaller airports that serve general aviation are called 

relievers that offer an alternitive to operating from 

congested commercial airports.  

Relievers make up part of a vital network of airports that 

are located close to the traveler making easy access to 

larger airports and direct links to destinations throughout 

the global system. General aviation airports are vital links 

for providing a flow of commerce and to create business 

opertunities in the communities were they are located. 

They provide emergency medical services and time sensitive 

delivery of products throughout the region. 

The Anoka County-Blaine 

airport is considered a 

reliever airport in the 

Minneapolis-St. Paul metro 

airport system. The Blaine 

airport is home to □ Fixed 

Base Operations (FBO) were a variety of services are 

avalible including gasoline. □Flight training can be acquiered 

for both fixed wing and helicopter. □Simulator training. 

□General repair. □Engine maintenance. □Electronic 

equipment and instulation. □Urgent supply delivery service 

to 11 cities in the 5 state area. □Car rental agency. □Medical 

rescue and transportation services. □Aviation history 

museums. □Charter services. □Flying club. □Over 280 

hanger spaces.  

In 2010 an Airport Economic Impact Study conducted by the 

University of Minnesota concluded that Minnesota’s major 

airports provide 165,000 jobs and $6.4 billion in salaries. 

Minnesota’s small and medium airports provide 4,000 jobs 

and $184 million in salaries. 

Blaine airport-South approach 
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The B-17, B-24, and P-51 are on the 25th season of the 

Wings of Freedom Tour. This tour brings historic 

aviation to our airport and community. These aircraft 

represent a snapshot of WWII history and the marvel 

of aviation engineering as you tour through and walk 

around these authentically restored aircraft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aircraft on Display 

 

Veterans Military Displays 

History Dioramas 

Aviation Societies 

 


