
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ojibwe name for “Mesabi Range” in Northeastern 

Minnesota is “Misaabe-wajiw” meaning “Giant Mountain”.  

The geographic history of the region is of the convergence 

of three rivers and white pine timber.   

Timber resources were being purchased through the 

Homestead Act so lands were being acquired by large and 

small timber operators. Wilhelm Bӧing and W. C. Yawkey of 

Detroit, Michigan were among a very small group of 

investors that hoped to make a profit from the vast timber 

region in the heart of the Hibbing District. Their purchases 

included all mineral rights as well as the timber.  

In 1888 a geology study of the Hibbing District revealed a 

solid body of iron ore two miles long, half a mile wide and 

valued in the millions of dollars.  

Willhelm’s, son, William E., changed his name to Boeing 

when he left Yale in 1903 and went west to try his hand in 

the timber business at Grays Harbor, Washington and 

established the Greenwood Timber Company. As his father 

did in Minnesota, William purchased more timber rights to 

add to the family inheritance.  

William was fascinated by an aircraft he saw during an 11 

day event at the 1910 Los Angeles International Air Meet 

that featured several fliers including Glenn Curtiss, Charles 

Willard, Lincoln Beachey and French pilot Louis Paulhan.  

The Wright Brothers did not participate in the event but 

made headlines with their successful U.S. Court case against 

Louis Paulhan regarding patent infringement of their aileron 

design used on the Paulhan airplane.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Boeing was promised a ride by Paulhan during the 

air meet but Paulhan left after only three days denying 

William his flight.   

William continued to look for any opportunity to fly.  During 

a visit to Seattle’s University Club, William was introduced 

to U.S. Navy Lt. Conrad Westervelt. They discovered a 

shared interest and passion for aviation.  On July 4, 1914, 

pilot Terah Maroney brought his Curtiss floatplane to 

Seattle’s Lake Washington were he gave rides and airshows 

during his year-long stay in the Seattle area. After several 

rides with Maroney, William Boeing and Conrad Westervelt 

agreed that they could build a better airplane.  They 

designed and built their first plane and on June 15, 1916 the 

first test flight of the first Boeing plane, a seaplane/biplane 

named the Bluebill, B&W Model 1 was tested bringing into 

existence the largest aerospace company in the world.  

On July 15, 1916, Boeing incorporated Pacific Aero Products 

and consolidated most of the company’s work at the Heath 

shipyard where he could test his airplanes. He paid for the 

construction of a wind tunnel at the University of 

Washington in exchange for the university’s establishment 

of a curriculum in the new science of aeronautics.  

On April 8, 

1917 war is 

declared with 

Germany. On 

May 17, 1917 

the company 

was renamed 

the Boeing 

Airplane Company and by July William was enrolled in the 

U.S. Navy Reserve. The company began building Navy 

trainers in the shell house at the University of Washington 

and eventually provided 56 Model C. Pontoon type 

seaplanes to the Navy. After the war Boeing concentrated 

on commercial aircraft and airmail and passenger service 

that evolved into United Airlines. 

A registered 501 c(3) organization   

Boeing Model C 



   Civil Air Patrol’s National ACES Coordinator of the Year:  

Kate Watson, the curriculum integrator and magnet program 

facilitator at University Avenue Aerospace, Children’s 

Engineering & Science elementary school in Blaine, was 

awarded the Civil Air Patrol ACES National Coordinator of the 

year for 2014.  This award was accompanied by a check for 

$500.00, which Watson says she hopes to be able to role over 

in to a scholarship fund for University Avenue students 

interested in joining the Civil Air Patrol when they turn 12.   

The partnership and use of the CAP’s ACES curriculum started 

when the Aerospace program launched in fall of 2010. Each of 

the classroom teachers at University Avenue are Civil Air 

Patrol Educational members and 

with this membership get a grade 

level curriculum that covers three 

types of lessons; character, physical, 

and academic. Over the years these 

lessons have been integrated into 

the value added STEM Aerospace 

curriculum. Without the amazing 

work of Major Shelly Kauffman and 

the students and staff of University 

Avenue, Watson says this award 

could not have been possible.  

 

            Metropolitan Airport Commission Award 

At the annual airport picnic this September, University Avenue 

Aerospace, Children’s Engineering & Science 

Elementary was recognized for their 

support and promotion of the Anoka-County 

Blaine Airport. Kate Watson the school’s 

curriculum integration coordinator, as well 

as magnet program facilitator was there to 

accept the award, along with two students and their families. “I 

have the privilege to work with a 

great group of student leaders in 

our building called the Student 

Ambassadors. It was important 

for me to include them and their 

families in this special event.” 

Says Watson.  

“University Avenue has been sending classes with teacher and 

parent chaperones to the airport for the last three years. This 

equals nearly one thousand students.   The airport, specifically    

the promotions committee and all the volunteers are always so 

willing to help design the 

trips, volunteer, and share 

their wealth of information 

with our students and staff. 

We love and are very blessed 

with this partnership that is 

in our ‘back yard’.”  

 

We were very honored and humbled that MAC noticed our 

work and this valuable partnership. We look forward to many 

more collaborative opportunities in the future. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major Kauffman making a presentation to District 11 officials during a tour 

of the Anoka County-Blaine Airport.  

44th Annual National WWII Glider Pilots 

Association Reunion at Blaine Airport was 

held on October 4, 2014 

Teaches from University Avenue Elementary School recently attended a 

picnic and airport tour hosted by CAP and Golden Wings Museum 

Capt. James Johns was guest speaker at the lunch time gathering. James Johns 

volunteer group built the CG-4A glider that is now on display at Fagens Fighters 

WWII Museum, Granite Falls, Minnesota. 

Scott Glover from Mt. Pleasant, TX provided 

rides for the Troop Carrier Veterans and their 

families in his Lockheed Loadstar C-60 

Greg Herrick greeted 

the veterans during 

the museum tour 

Otto F. Lyons Jr. was interviewed by 

Damian Kussian of North Metro TV. 

Damian has produced a number of 

veteran related films for a series 

featuring Minnesota Veterans. 

Lean G. Crawford visited the special 

display of the history of the 11tth 

Airborn Division and explots of the 

other Troop Carrier groups in every 

theater of operation during WWII. 

NATIONAL WORLD WAR II GLIDER 

PILOTS ASSOCIATION 

www.ww2gp.org 


